
500 Part V  •  Contemporary Challenges

__________ terrorism refers to actions motivated by terrorists’ extreme 
political beliefs.

(a) Right- and left-wing extremism, (b) Single issue, (c) Domestic,  
(d) Cyber, (e) None of the above

BEYOND A REASONABLE DOUBT 15.2

´´ Technology and Criminal Justice

Technology has had, and will continue to have, a dramatic impact on crim-
inal justice. Among other things, technology has changed the way criminal 
justice officials gather and secure evidence, how criminal justice data are 
stored, how trials are conducted, how offenders are punished, and how 
crimes are committed. This last area, in particular, has been of great inter-
est to criminal justice officials.

The phrase cybercrime refers to a wide range of computer-related 
behaviors that are criminally illegal. A computer can be the target of an 
offense (as it is in cases of sabotage), a tool used in the commission of a 
crime (as in piracy or cyber-fraud), or incidental to an offense.15 Florida 
and Arizona were the first states to create laws covering computer crime, 
in 1978. Florida’s Computer Crime Act “defined all unauthorized access 
as a third degree felony regardless of the specific purpose.”16 By the end of 
the 1980s, most states and the federal government had passed computer 
crime laws.

All evidence suggests that cybercrime is rampant. The 2008 Computer 
Crime and Security Survey found that computer crimes on average cost half 
a million dollars per incident and that many of the offenses are perpetrated 
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The answer can be found on page 522.


